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excellent; it occupies nearly 250 pages and contains

59 illustrations.
The authors distinguish between floating and moveable

kidney. They define the floating kidney as one possessing
a mesonephron and state that a moveable kidney is situated
entirely behind the peritoneum and moves because it is

unsupported. The distinction is of very little practical
importance.

In the account of the etiology of hydronephrosis it should
have been pointed out that sudden complete blocking of
a ureter produces not a hydronephrosis, but atrophy of the
kidney, and that the obstruction must have been incomplete
or intermittent if it leads to dilatation of the kidney. It

might have been mentioned in the account of the orchitis
which may complicate mumps that the orchitis is more

frequently met with when the patient is an adult than when
he is a child ; possibly the functional capability of the

organ predisposes it to inflammation. The index is

exceptionally good.

Burdett’s Hospitals and Charities, 1898 : the Year-book of ’

Philanthropy and Hospital Annual. London : The
Scientific Press, Limited. Price 5s.

SiR HENRY BURDETT’S valuable handbook of information
on everything which concerns hospital finance and other
charitable subjects presents in this its ninth yearly issue
some new features, in that two chapters of the preliminary
matter are taken up with the events of last year as affecting
the stream of charity and with the Prince of Wales’s

Hospital Fund. Sir Henry Burdett is by no means in agree-
ment with those who said that the Fund would prove a
failure. It is true that the sum desired was an annual

income of &pound;100,000 and that although the whole sum
received was .6227,584 the amount of annual subscription
was only in round numbers &pound;22,000. But Sir Henry Burdett
estimates that in all 1,100,000 people subscribed something.
Purchasers of hospital stamps he considers amounted to nearly
400,000. The Daily Telegraph’s fund produced &pound;25,000 in
shillings alone, which accounts for another 500,000 sub-

scribers, and Lloyd’s Weekly News by a penny subscription
collected .62618, probably representing 250,000 contributors.
So that at a moderate estimate Sir Henry Burdett thinks that
we may fairly say that at least 1,100,000 persons subscribed.
It seems to us that that is a fair supposition ; in fact, very
possibly the figures are too low. Sir Henry Burdett goes on
to say that of this number it may reasonably be expected
that 400,000 will continue their subscriptions ; on this

point, however, we are not so sure as Sir Henry Burdett.
It remains to be seen whether many of the subscribers will
not drop off in forthcoming years. The year 1897 was,
however, one of unexampled prosperity for the hospitals in
general, for the total income of 93 metropolitan hos-

pitals for the year was f.998,774, while in 1896 it was

.6787,384, although in 1895 it amounted to &pound;932,543.
Another point to which Sir Henry Burdett draws special
attention is the necessity of every general hospital pro-
viding an annexe composed of paying wards. " Fitzroy
House," he says, is a pay hospital pure and simple,
and it would be to the advantage of everybody for a

bridge in the shape of pay wards to be built to connect it
with the great general hospitals, so that all classes of the

community might be adequately provided for in the time of
sickness." Patients, of course, could be attended if they
wished by their own doctors. In Sir Henry Burdett’s opinion
the " attempt to set up a hospital for middle-class patients
as a separate institution must result in ultimate disappoint-
ment and pecuniary loss."
The question of paying hospital patients opens up far too

many and important difficulties to be dealt with in the

compass of a review. so we shall merely say here that we
cannot agree with Sir Henry Burdett’s ideas. Apart from these

points the statistical and other information as to the various
hospitals and charities is as full and useful as in any of the
former volumes.

LIBRARY TABLE.

Synopsis of the British Pharmacop&aelig;ia, 1898. By H.
WIPPELL GADD. London: Bailliere, Tindall and Cox.
Bristol and Exeter: Evans, Gadd and Co. 1898. Pp. 183.-
The merit of this compilation is sufficiently shown by the
fact that it is now in its second edition, the first having been
quickly exhausted. The usual enumerations of additions

and omissions are followed by lists of the principal altera-
tions (chiefly in strength), alterations of names, and tables
of the various alcoholic solutions which will now replace
the rectified spirit and proof spirit of previous Pharma-
cop&oelig;ias. The greater part of the book-about 130 pages-
consists of a Complete Table of the Chemicals, Drugs, and
Preparations of the new Pharmacopoeia, with their Cha-

racters, Doses, and other particulars. This table, which is
in five columns and is made very compact, begins with
Acaci&aelig; gummi and ends with Zingiber.

Comfort and Cleanliness. By Mrs. C. M. BUCKTON.

London: Longmans, Green and Co. 1898. Price 2s.-The
sub-title of this little book is "The Servant and Mistress

Question," a subject which no one will deny is an important
me. We can conscientiously praise Mrs. Buckton’s instruc-
tions as to how to keep a house clean. The difficulty for
most housekeepers is, however, not so much how to do

things but to find servants who will do them. Mrs.
Buckton gives very full and clear instructions as to how
to clean and keep in order a "kitchener." " A clean house
means a healthy house and towards this desirable end we
recommend a study of this book.
Handbook of Obstetric Nursing. By F. W. HAULTAIN.

M.D. Edin., and J. H. FERGUSON. Edinburgh and London :
Young J. Pentland. Third edition. 1898.-The fact of
this book having reached a third edition may be taken as a
proof that it supplies a want. The present edition has been
carefully revised and brought up to date, an account of an
incubator having been added. The absolute importance of
cleanliness and antiseptics is made a special point and
we are glad to see the stress laid upon the danger of

producing cystitis by a dirty catheter or by carrying in-
fectious matter from the vulva or vagina into the bladder.
Directions are given how to avoid this calamity (pp. 222-
224). The book is clearly written and very useful.

Atlas and Grundriss der Traumatischen Fracturen und
Luxationen. Von Professor Dr. H. HELFERICH in Greifs-
wald. Mit 68 Tafeln und 126 Figuren im Text von Maler
B. KEILITZ. Dritte ganzlich neubearbeitete Auflage. (Atlas
of, and Introduction to, Fractrcres  and Dislocations. By
Professor Dr. H. HELFERICH of Greifswald. With 68
Plates and 126 Figures in the Text by B. KEILITZ. Third

entirely revised edition.) Munchen: Verlag von J. F.
Lehmann. 1897. Preis Mark 12 (12s.).-All who are

acquainted with German medicine and surgery know
the very useful volumes of this series issued by Lehmann
of Munich. One of the best of them is the work
before us; the first edition was good, but this third
edition is in many ways a great improvement. The
book has been almost rewritten and the plates are new.

The author tells us in his preface that his aim has

been to make the book of use to those in practice, and we
think that no one who can read German could have a more
useful book than this to consult on the question of fractures
and dislocations. The engravings in the text are chiefly
concerned with methods of treatment, but the plates have to
do with the anatomy of the lesions dealt with. The plates
are most successfully lithographed in colours ; we have never
seen any which represented in a better manner the structures
which they are intended toportray.
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THE multiplication of universities is a subject upon
which much may be said and with regard to which
a  great variety of opinion exists. But we are disposed
 to think that the citizens of Birmingham, ably led by
a  distinguished statesman, are acting wisely in resolving to

 found a university for Birmingham and the Midlands. The

country owes much to the stimulus given to national

education, elementary and secondary, by Birmingham men.
and in their own city both primary and secondary educa-
 tion have been carried to a perfection which will bear

favourable comparison with the state of the same in any

 similar community. It is altogether natural that men who
have been so successful in the promotion of elementary,
secondary, and technical education should wish to crown

their efforts by establishing a veritable university which
shall supply to the city and the  surrounding Midland

district. with an estimated population of 2,000,000, the

undefinable but unmistakeable advantage of a university in
which all faculties shall be treated with equal favour and,
above all, in which care shall be taken that in all faculties
shall be required that preliminary ’’ general culture of mind
which is the best aid to professional and scientific study."

It would be a poor compliment to the shrewd men of

Birmingham to think that they are under any delusion

as to the conditions under which alone a Birmingham
university will be able to claim the respect paid in England
to her older universities, or that they imagine that by
merely raising two or three hundred thousand pounds for
the creation of a so-called University their institution will
forthwith command either the esteem of the public
or the respect of sister universities. If we thought
that their estimate of the meaning of a university
was thus shallow we should offer to the movement

 our most decided opposition. But the speeches made
at the meeting on July lst (brief notes of which will

be found in another column of our present issue), not

only by Birmingham men like its LORD  MAYOR, Mr.

 CHAMBERLAIN,  Mr. G. H.  KENRICK, and Professor

 TILDEN. but by independent observers such as the Bishop
of HEREFORD, are enough to refute such a fear. And,
as we have already suggested, it is also refuted by the

extremely good educational work which has already been
done in Birmingham and which has led naturally and

logically to the present demand It is impossible to

deny that the countries in which universities abouud have
an advantage over others in which they are few and far
between. The case of Scotland. quoted by  Mr. CHAMBER-
 LAIN, is very striking. That of Germany is equally so with
its 21 universities, having an annual income of &pound;1,250,000,
three-fourths of which are contributed by the State. Scot-
land has done well for her own people by her universities.

The humblest of her population have strained to send their
sons to them for a training which has fitted them to fill posts
of honour in the services and in the professions of the empire,.
as well as in the British and Colonial Parliaments. The

United States carry the multiplication of universities to an

excess ; but three of their universities have an income of

&pound;400,000. Germany threatens by her technical schools and
universities to lead not only the intellect, but the commerce.
of the world. It would be folly on the part of England not
to take such lessons to heart and resolve therefore to spend
her ample wealth in refining and perfecting the education
of her people. Her material is not inferior to that of the 

i

nations which we have named, and it will only be by
stinting it in nourishment-i.e., by starving education in

its highest and best forms-that she will fall behind in

the race of nations.

Two objections may be raised to the creation of a new

university in Birmingham. One is that it may fail by the

competition of the ancient universities. No doubt these

institutions have the charm of a great past and are evincing
evidence of fitness for a great future. They will long con-
tinue to attract the best thinkers and the best teachers and

perhaps the best students. But there is plenty of proof
that there is work for other and more accessible universities

whose own fault it will be if they do not give a good
account of their opportunities by making a material contri-
bution to the mental and moral cultivation of the people in
whose midst they are placed. The other objection is from
a medical standpoint - that a new university implies an
addition to the already too large number of qualifying
medical bodies. This is a real and a strong objection.
But it can scarcely of itself be held to justify opposition
to a university if on other grounds there is a just claim
for it. The addition of one more qualifying body to the
present ones cannot make much difference to the system, and
we here desire to throw out a suggestion. If the Uni-

versity College of Bristol were included in the scheme of
the new Midland University every medical school in

England would be affiliated to a university-assuming,
as we suppose we may, that the Government intends to pass
the Bill for the reconstitution of London University.
The movement in favour of a new university may also
have the effect of directing public attention to the fact

that no authority rests with the General Medical Council or

any other body to ascertain whether the knowledge required
for obtaining university degrees in medicine is in any way
superior to that required for the ordinary qualifications
to practise. Such a distinction is assumed by the public.
University authorities would blush to admit that the

public is wrong in that assumption. If universities are

to be multiplied some guarantee must be given that

standards of graduation shall be kept high.

THE withdrawal by Mr. CHAPLIN of  his amendments to

a private Water  Bill-which amendments were, if accepted
by the House of Commons. to have been made general to
all  Water Bills before the House during this  session-is

a severe blow to public health interests in this country.
It is true that the objection raised was professedly to

the introduction of the new clauses in a few private


